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The vagus nerve, also known as the tenth
cranial nerve or the "wandering nerve," is a long
nerve that extends from the brainstem down to
various organs in the body, including the heart,

lungs, and digestive system. It plays a crucial
role in regulating the body's involuntary
functions, such as heart rate, digestion, and
breathing.

The vagus nerve is part of the parasympathetic
nervous system, which is responsible for
promoting relaxation and counteracting the
"fight-or-flight" response of the sympathetic
nervous system. When activated, the vagus
nerve triggers a relaxation response in the
body, leading to a state of calmness and
reduced anxiety.
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Here's how the vagus nerve correlates to
calming anxiety:

1. Heart rate regulation: The vagus nerve helps
slow down the heart rate, promoting a sense of
calm. By activating the vagus nerve, you can
stimulate the relaxation response and lower the
heart rate, counteracting the accelerated heart
rate associated with anxiety.

2. Breathing regulation: The vagus nerve plays a
role in controlling breathing patterns. Slow,
deep breathing stimulates the vagus nerve,

which in turn activates the relaxation response

and reduces anxiety. This is why deep breathing
exercises and practices like diaphragmatic
breathing or box breathing are often
recommended for anxiety relief.

3. Gut-brain connection: The vagus nerve
connects the brain with the digestive system.
It facilitates communication between the two,

and disturbances in this communication can
contribute to anxiety. Research suggests that a

healthy vagus nerve function promotes a

healthy gut, and in turn, a healthy gut can
positively impact mental well-being, including

reducing anxiety.

4. Neurotransmitter regulation: The vagus nerve
influences the release of various
neurotransmitters in the brain, including
gamma-aminobutyric acid (GABA), which is
known to have calming and inhibitory effects.
Activation of the vagus nerve can help increase
GABA levels, leading to reduced anxiety.



5. Stress response modulation: The vagus nerve
helps modulate the body's stress response by
regulating the release of stress hormones, such as
cortisol. By activating the vagus nerve, you can
help dampen the stress response and promote
relaxation.

There are several techniques and practices that can
stimulate the vagus nerve and promote calmness
and anxiety relief. These include deep breathing

exercises, meditation, mindfulness practices, yoga,

physical exercise, cold exposure, singing, laughter,
and certain types of bodywork like massage or
acupuncture.

It's important to note that while stimulating the vagus
nerve can be beneficial for managing anxiety, it is not
a standalone solution. It's always advisable to seek
professional help if you're experiencing persistent or
severe anxiety symptoms.

Here are several ways to stimulate and
reset the vagus nerve:

1. Deep Breathing: Engage in slow, deep belly
breathing. Inhale deeply through your nose, allowing
your belly to rise, and exhale slowly through your
mouth. Aim for a longer exhale than inhale to
activate the relaxation response.

2. Meditation: Practice mindfulness meditation to
promote relaxation and activate the
parasympathetic nervous system. Focus on your
breath, sensations in your body, or use guided
meditation apps or recordings.

3. Cold Exposure: Brief exposure to cold water, such
as taking a cold shower or splashing cold water on
your face, can activate the vagus nerve and stimulate
the relaxation response.



4. Singing or Chanting: Singing, humming, or
chanting can help stimulate the vagus nerve.
You can try singing your favorite songs, chanting
mantras, or even vocalizing sounds like "Om" or
"Ah."

5. Yoga and Stretching: Engage in gentle yoga
poses, especially those that involve deep
stretching, twisting, or inversions. These

movements can stimulate the vagus nerve and

promote relaxation.

6. Laughter: Laughing has been shown to
increase heart rate variability (HRV), which is an
indicator of vagus nerve activity. Watch a funny

video, spend time with loved ones who make
you laugh, or engage in activities that bring you
joy and laughter.

7. Physical Exercise: Engage in regular aerobic
exercise, such as brisk walking, running, cycling,
or swimming. Exercise promotes the release of

endorphins, reduces stress, and activates the
vagus nerve.

8. Relaxation Techniques: Practice relaxation
techniques such as progressive muscle relaxation,
guided imagery, or body scans. These techniques

help reduce muscle tension, calm the mind, and
activate the relaxation response

9. Mindful Eating: Eat your meals mindfully,
paying attention to the flavors, textures, and
smells of your food. Chewing your food
thoroughly and savoring each bite can activate
the vagus nerve and improve digestion.



10. Acupuncture: Acupuncture, a traditional
Chinese medicine practice, can help stimulate
the vagus nerve and promote overall well-
being. Seek a licensed acupuncturist for proper
treatment.

11. Vagus Nerve Stimulation (VNS): Vagus
nerve stimulation is a medical procedure that
involves the use of a device to send electrical

impulses to the vagus nerve.

This method is typically used for specific
medical conditions and requires
consultation with a healthcare

professional.

12. Sound Bath: With the use of crystal quartz
sound bowls and gongs, the sound vibrations
travel through the body to remove any
blocked or stuck energy that may be causing
physical or emotional discomfort. Sound
baths have been proven to reduce anxiety and
stress and bring the body back into a
parasympathetic state.

Remember, these techniques can be
beneficial for overall relaxation and well-
being, but it's important to consult with a

healthcare professional if you have any
underlying medical conditions or concerns

Thank you for your reading! And please
share with anyone you think this will help!
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